9/11/2016

Self-Sufficient Savior

Prayer Requests
News and Notes

For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to
teach his statutes and rules in Israel. (Ezra 7:10 ESV)
Jesus, in Matthew 15:8, quoted Isaiah saying, “This people honors me with
their lips, but their heart is far from me”. The scribes and Pharisees He was
speaking of had substituted their own laws for those of God’s, simply giving
lip-service to the Lord. We are guilty of the same when our actions do not
follow the truth, but our lips declare we believe. When the way in which we
live does not reflect our professed beliefs, I have news for you; we don’t
really believe them! It’s like a man talking about the power of gravity, but
then walking off of a cliff because he didn’t really think he would fall.
When we don’t live out the truth we say we believe in, our faith is dead. For
“as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is
dead” (James 2:26). The life, the essence, is gone from our faith when we
don’t live according to it. All our Christianity is in this condition is an empty
husk, a mausoleum for our decaying words. If we are genuinely following
Christ, we “ought to walk in the same way in which he walked” (1 John 2:6).
It is the Spirit led flow of a believer’s life to “do,” or put into practice, what
we learn from Scripture.
Ask yourself these questions today and answer honestly both to yourself
and the Lord:
• Is there a lack of joy in my Christian walk?
• Do I neglect prayer because I don’t actually believe it does
anything?
• Do I neglect the Bible and simply listen to what others have to say
about it?
• Do I, like the Pharisees, honor God with my lips but not with my
heart or actions?
Be encouraged to live out the truth that we profess: abiding joy is possible
and it grows from living faith, prayer is both heard by God and powerful
(James 5:16), and it is our glory to search Scripture for its deep wisdom
(Proverbs 25:2).
http://shortdailydevotions.com/ezra-710-do/#more-3009

Soup Kitchen- Our next soup kitchen will be Tuesday September, 20
at 5pm. A signup sheet is on the bulletin board.

Birthday
Tim Rudy

09/05
Tom Goracke

Noelia Salazar
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If you birthday has been inadvertently left off this list please let Shannon know.

Those Serving
9/11/2016
Opening Prayer
Song Leader
Scripture Reader
Closing Prayer
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9/18/2016
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Song Leader
Scripture Reader
Closing Prayer
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September:
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Dave
Tim
Jay
Dan

Announcements: Chris
Table: West James
Center Gary
East Nate
Preacher:
Tom
Song Leader: Shane

Gary
Shane
Pablo
Jose
Jay

Announcements: Dave
Table: West Dan
Center Chris
East James
Preacher:
Tom
Song Leader: Chris

Lord’s Supper: Amy
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