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News and Notes

Joseph, The Unsung Hero
By Greg Laurie (https://www.harvest.org/devotions-and-blogs/daily-devotions/2016-12-02)

Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not want to disgrace her
publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.—Matthew 1:19
Joseph is the unsung hero of the Christmas story. For the most part,
there are no Christmas songs about Joseph. Yet he really is a hero. The
Bible tells us that Joseph was a "good man" (Matthew 1:19). Deeply in
love with Mary, he was no doubt jolted by the news that she was
pregnant.
Joseph and Mary were engaged, which, in their culture, was like being
married. Once a couple entered into this engagement, or espousal,
period, it was like being married, although they lived in separate houses.
It was during this time that Mary became pregnant.
Yet Joseph loved Mary, and the Bible tells us that he "did not want to
disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly"
(Matthew 1:19). In other words, Joseph was thinking, I'm going to say
that I can't marry her now, but I'm certainly not going to publicly shame
Mary, either.
While he was pondering this, an angel appeared to Joseph and told him,
"Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was
conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins" (verses 20–
21).
That was all Joseph needed to hear. He could have walked away, even
after he knew the truth. But he stood by Mary. And just as surely as
God chose Mary to be the mother of the Messiah, he chose Joseph to be
a father figure on earth for Jesus.
When God uses a person, there is a sacrifice to make. It won't be an
easy path, but it will be a fruitful one—and you will look back later in life
and be glad that you took it.

Shower of Love- We would like the congregation to shower the Manweiler family
with love by giving gifts of diapers and wipes (you can never have too many), meal
(new parents are often tired) and money (for those extra baby needs). Please have all
gifts to Nancy or Shannon by Dec 18.
Service of Memory- Again this year Dugan-Kramer funeral chapel will be holding a
Service of Memory on Sunday, December 4, 206 at 2PM at Dugan-Kramer Funeral
Chapel in Scottsbluff. More information is on the bulletin board.
Spiritual Giftedness Seminar- December 9-11 Doug Hamilton will be here to bring
us a series of lessons on Spiritual Giftedness. Come discover your Spiritual Gifts
and be empowered in effective ministry, both personally and congregationally.
Soup Kitchen- Our next soup kitchen will be this Tuesday, December 20 at 5pm.
We will be serving a ham dinner. Volunteers are needed to make food, serve, and
clean up. A signup sheet is on the bulletin board.
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