12/16/2018

According to Your Word

News and Notes

(https://www.harvest.org/devotions-and-blogs/daily-devotions/2018-12-15)

Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.—Luke
1:38
Many times, we wonder what the will of God is for our lives. Let me
suggest that you simply say, “Lord, I am willing to obey, even though I
don’t completely understand what it is that You’re asking me to do.”
That is what Mary did. She didn’t fully understand what the angel
Gabriel was telling her, but she obeyed just the same. She took a leap
of faith. This is the attitude God looks for in His servants: childlike
faith and obedience.
The Bible gives us great direction for knowing God’s will:
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God”
(Romans 12:1–2).
Notice this passage begins with presenting ourselves to God. It
doesn’t say, “Find out first what God’s will is, and then determine if
you want to obey it.” Rather, we are to commit ourselves to God. As
the J. B. Phillips New Testament puts it, “Don’t let the world around
you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould your minds
from within, so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God
for you is good.”
First, commit yourself to Him. Then you will know the will of God.
We should never be afraid to commit an unknown future to a known
God. The condition of an enlightened mind is a surrendered heart.
Maybe the reason we don’t know God’s will is because we haven’t
said, “I accept it, and I will obey it.” Have you said that to God?

o The yearly corporate meeting will be December 30, 2018
immediately following morning worship services. We will be
electing a new president. This is required by the state. Please
plan to attend.
o The monthly soup kitchen will be Friday, December 28, at 5:30
here at the building. Volunteer opportunities are available.
o If you have a prayer request you would like added please fill out
the prayer request card in the pocket of the seat in front of you or
email prayer@scottsbluffchurchofchrist.org.
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